BGCT Mental Illness Resolution

(as approved on November 15, 2005 at the Annual Meeting of the Baptist General Convention of Texas – Austin, TX)

WHEREAS, Jesus, filled with compassion, committed his energies on this earth to “preaching the good news of the kingdom and healing every disease and sickness” and has charged his followers with the same (Matthew 9:35-36, 10:1); and

WHEREAS, Mental illnesses are disorders of the brain that can profoundly disrupt thinking, feelings, moods, and ability to relate to others; and 

WHEREAS, Mental illnesses affect the whole person – physically, mentally, socially, spiritual – requiring a ministerial approach that respects each aspect and that is comprehensive in scope; and   

WHEREAS, One in every five people is affected by mental illness in a given year, and Texas is ranked 49th out of the 50 states in per capita spending on mental health; and

WHEREAS, Mental illness is a widespread, albeit neglected and misunderstood, health issue in our churches and communities, irrespective of age, race, religion, or income; and 

WHEREAS, Persons who suffer from mental illness are made in the image of God, precious in His sight, and, therefore, worthy of our love and concern; 

Be it RESOLVED, That we encourage our church members to become knowledgeable about and supportive of persons living with mental illness and their families in their church communities; and

Be it further RESOLVED, That we urge our churches to investigate opportunities for involvement in local mental health services and to create church-based mental health ministries; and
Be it therefore RESOLVED, That Texas Baptist churches and cooperating institutions use our collective power to seek creative solutions to this enormous problem; and 

Be it finally RESOLVED, That we encourage Texas legislators to increase funding for mental health services and to pass legislation to the effect that mental illnesses are covered by health insurance comparable to the coverage offered for other health problems.  

[NOTE: A team of Well supporters, including Carole Harrell, Jana Jackson, Carol Kelly and Walter Norris drafted this statement and it represents a summary of our approach to mental illness.  Joel Pulis presented this statement to the Resolutions Committee of the Baptist General Convention of Texas on November 14, 2005.  The full assembly of the convention unanimously approved the statement on November 15, with only minor and inconsequential modifications from the original draft.]  
































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































