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	...engaging people with mental illness in a life-giving community of peace, love & hope

	Celebrating 5 Years of Ministry: 2002-2007! 
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Summer 2002 

 
If you received this message from a friend, send us an email to subscribe and we will begin 

sending you future newsletters and updates about the Well Community.  (unsubscribe)

God's Grace Among Us
  by Joel Pulis

Throughout the songbook of the Hebrew Scriptures, the psalmists remind us of the importance of meditating upon God, his Word, and all his good works (see Psalm 1:2, 48:9, 77:12, and 143:5, among others).  Recently, in my teaching, I shared from Psalm 145, a glorious reflection on the good news of God’s good work.  Therefore, in light of the Well’s five-year anniversary, I offer this reflection and celebration of God’s grace among us. 

Excerpts from Psalm 145: Great is the LORD and most worthy of praise… One generation commends your works to another…and I will meditate on your wonderful works.  They tell of the power of your awesome works—and I will proclaim your great deeds.  They celebrate your abundant goodness and joyfully sing of your righteousness.  The LORD is gracious and compassionate, slow to anger and rich in love.  The LORD is good to all; he has compassion on all he has made… The LORD upholds all who fall and lifts up all who are bowed down… The LORD is near to all who call on him, to all who call on him in truth.  He fulfills the desires of those who fear him; he hears their cry and saves them. 
The psalm begins by centering us on God and his power: he is King, he is great, he is mighty.  In looking back, I am reminded of the sovereignty of God’s leading throughout the Well’s short history.  Sometimes I describe my pilgrimage as if I “stumbled” into mental health ministry.  Whereas, it was not something that I was seeking, I do believe that God did not place us here by accident.  It was his idea from beginning to end.  

Almost on a daily basis, I am reminded of the awesome works and great deeds of the Lord.  It is breathtaking to see God move, taking our ordinary offerings and making them extraordinary.  A hug is transformed into healing; a good word changes a life.  Through our humble efforts, God’s wholeness is being imparted, with the people coming back for more.

Since teaching on this psalm, I have been encouraging our Community Members to commit Psalm 145:8-9 to memory.  The passage begins, “The LORD is gracious and compassionate… good to all… he has made.”  This verse is at the heart of the Well’s mission and work.  God’s love can change the world, yet He waits upon our hands and feet to do the work.  

One of the most rewarding aspects of serving at the Well is the reciprocal nature of love.  This has not always been the case, for at the start the care flowed one way.  However, these days, love is pinging all over the place.  Bear hugs, Father Day calls, notes of thanks, spontaneous testimonies, prayers of concern – these all remind me of the flourishing of God’s love in this place (see 1 Jn 4:19).

Finally, the psalm ends with specifics of God’s action: he upholds all who fall, he lifts up all who are bowed down, he is near to all who call on him.  As I mediate on these verses, individuals and their stories come to mind.  Apart from being religious imagery, these promises are being fulfilled in our midst.  Changed lives in the midst of a community calling out to God and knowing that he is near.   
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Saturday, May 12, 2007 
 

Mark Your Calendar!

 
Help us celebrate the 5th anniversary of the Well Community!
· Who: Community Friends of the Well! 

· What: Barbeque & Boot scootin’ 

· When: Sunday, August 19   5:00pm-8:00pm 

· Where: Eddie Deen’s Ranch - Downtown Dallas (Lamar @ Canton) 

· How: Formal invitations will go out the second week of July!  

· Sponsor a table for $200 and help underwrite the event!  

· Sponsor a Community Member for $20 each.  

· Individual tickets begin at $20 per person. 

  Plan now!  More information to come! 
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Support the Well!
You make the programs of the Well possible! 
In recent months, the Well has stepped up our grant solicitation and have several successes to date.  In addition, we have significant and promising requests in the works.  

Since the beginning of the year, we have averaged $10,000 per month in undesignated giving with several large donations increasing the total.  However, our monthly expenses are running at approximately $19,000 per month.  

Therefore, we continue to look for you for our ongoing support.  Consider making a mid-year gift today!  
_____________________________________________  

Recent Gifts Received:

- The Ruth C. and Charles S. Sharp Foundation

- Highland Park Presbyterian Church 

- The Women of Saint Michael 

Grant Requests (Outstanding):

- The Meadows Foundation

- Communities Foundation of Texas

- The Bernard and Audre Rapoport Foundation 
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To make a secure online donation: 





To mail a tax-deductible donation :

the Well Community
125 Sunset Avenue
Dallas, TX  75208
 

Changed Lives... 

Baptism - On March 21, Nathanael Geher was baptized by Kenny Cheshier, Cliff Temple's youth minister.  Nathanael, age 19, has been attending both the Well and CTBC's youth group for the past year.  

"Well Computers" - In recent months, three residents of Jacob's House have been receiving training in computer repair.  When a recent storm affected a desktop in the Well's office, these guys made the repair.  Geek Squad beware!  

Employment at Cliff Temple - Several of our own have recently been hired by Cliff Temple to help in the receptionist's office.  
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A Prayer

O Blessed Jesus Christ, who did bid all who carry heavy burdens to come unto you, refresh us with your presence and power.  Quiet our understandings and give ease to our hearts, by bringing us close to things infinite and eternal.  Open to us the mind of God, that in his light we may see light.  And crown your choice of us to be your servants, by making us springs of strength and joy to all whom we serve. – Evelyn Underhill 
Please remember us in your prayers:
· Community Members 

· Staff & Board 

· Saturday Night Life / Community Life Center / Jacob's House 

· Tyler Street Manor / Agape Place / Jefferson House / Cherbonay Apartments / Beckley Gardens 

· Financial Partners & Volunteers 
 
Well Endeavors
NAMI Walks - On Saturday, May 5, a large group from the Well participated in this awareness walk sponsoring the Dallas chapter of the National Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI).  Apart from good exercise and fellowship, the Well was recognized as the organizational team with the most walkers.

Mental Health Association of Greater Dallas (MHA) - In recent months, Ricardo Aguilar, Director of Consumer Programs at MHA, has been leading several groups within the Community Life Center.  In particular, he has been leading a TIMA class, a multi-course program on the importance of medication and treatment adherence, and a financial literacy program teaching basic money skills and budgeting.  

Field Trips - In April, the Member Advisory Board held their first ever Garage Sale.  Over $1,700 was raised!  With the proceeds, the Community Members have taken outings to a Ranger's game, bowling & buffet, and a trip to the Dallas Zoo.

Oak Cliff Tribune - In the June 7 edition of the Oak Cliff Tribune, the Well was featured on the front page.  The article highlighted our 5 year anniversary and contributions to the Oak Cliff community.  

Upcoming...

5th Anniversary Party - see above
NAMI Interfaith Service - The evening of Tuesday, October 9 • hosted by Cliff Temple Baptist Church

 
We hope you enjoyed receiving this message. However, if you would rather not receive future e-mails from the Well Community, please click here to remove your address from our list. We welcome all feedback; please email us your comments. Also, you can write to us at: the Well Community, 125 Sunset Avenue, Dallas, TX  75208 
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